One of them still attended secondary school; but while
studying grammar, the Punic Wars and geometry., he went
through a university course of higher mathematics. Many
of his classmates no doubt regarded mathematics as a dull
subject, but if he were asked he would say that it was the
most fascinating subject in the world.
Another was a first-year university student, but the
most celebrated astronomers discussed his astronomical
discoveries.
A third . . . but it is impossible to enumerate all these
splendid youths.
This was the result the jury announced.
A hundred and twenty-nine of the works submitted were
such   as  to deserve  for their authors the  degree  of Master
of Science. Concerning sixty-three of them, the jury stated
that  they  were   "quite  normal  treatises  for  the  degree  of
Doctor  of Science."   Thirty  others   were   even  superior   to
treatises  for   the D. Sc.   degree:   had  they  been  submitted
for this degree, they would no doubt have caused a sensation
in university circles and would have served as subjects for
discussion at scientific societies and in scientific magazines.
Three of them the jury did not classify, or rather, put
in a special class as standing far above the level of the rest.
They were works of a kind that start new trends in science.
They were works on mathematics by  Kantorovich from
Leningrad, and Sobolev and Pontryagin from Moscow,  The
latter,  though blind,   is   now   a  celebrated mathematician-
To be blind and yet devote one's life to mathematics., a
sphere in which it would seem to be impossible to take a
single step without chalk,  a blackboard, paper and pencil!
The judges were right in putting the works of these three
young researchers in a special class. All three are now cele-
brated scientists. S. L. Sobolev is a member of the Academy
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